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SCBW I S F / SOUTH

Virtual Agents Day March 11, 2023

Illustrator Day Fall 2023
Dates, Location, and Faculty to be announced.

This will be another informative, inspiring day for children's book
illustrators and the writers who write for them.We hope to see you there!
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Additional details and registration coming soon at sfsouth.scbwi.org
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Golden Gate Conference
Location Maps
1 Fred Farr Forum

Evergreen
Kiln
Afterglow
BBQ Area
Seascape
Asilomar Front Desk

2

3

4

5

7

6



All events are located in the Fred Farr Forum unless noted otherwise.

Nurturing Your Creative Self, Stephen Fraser

4:45 – 5:00 p.m. Break

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. Author Roundtables (Oak Shelter, Evergreen)

Fireside Chats (Choose one:)
Writing Across Different Genres
Lisa Moore Ramee, and Nikki Shannon Smith (Fred Farr)

(PAL) Insights on School and Library Visits
Liz Garton Scanlon (Afterglow)

(Illustration) The Illustrator’s Journey
Catia Chien (Kiln)

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Registration

2:30 - 3:15 p.m. New Attendee Session with Regional Team (Kiln)

3:15 - 3:30 p.m. Meet and Seat - meet others and find a seat! (Fred Farr)

3:30 - 4:00 p.m. CONFERENCE KICK-OFF

4:00 – 4:45 p.m.

6:00 - 6:15 p.m. Meet and Greet/Walk to Dinner

Picture Book (Afterglow)

Middle Grade/Young Adult (Fred Farr)

Illustrators (Kiln)

S C H E D U L E
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6:20-7:20 p.m. Dinner (BBQ Picnic Area)

7:15-7:30 p.m. Portfolio Showcase Drop-off (Fred Farr Courtyard)

7:30 - 8:30 p.m. Illustrator Keynote Address
Working with Purpose and Joy
Finding Meaning In Your Work By Creating From The
Inside Out

Catia Chien (Fred Farr)

8:30 - 9:30 p.m. Cocktail Hour, Portfolio Show (Fred Farr Courtyard)

*attendees, please vote for your favorite portfolio

Local Author Book Sales (Kiln Courtyard)

SATURDAY, September 17

7:30 - 8:15 a.m. On-Campus Breakfast (Seascape)

8:25 - 8:40 a.m. Announcements, Good News, Member Book Slideshow (Fred Farr)

*Individual Critiques scheduled throughout the day.
8:40 - 9:25 a.m. Current Trends of Picture Books

and How to Share Your Own Voice Among Those
Martha Rago (Fred Farr)

9:25 - 9:35 a.m. Break

9:35 - 10:20 a.m. Craft Sessions 1 (Choose one):

(Middle Grade/Fantasy) Weaving the Real
and Fantastical Into Your Stories
Lisa Moore Ramee (Fred Farr)

(Chapter Book) Bringing Your Chapter Book To Life
Nikki Shannon Smith (Oak Shelter)

(Picture Book) How to Get the Giggle
Claire Tattersfield (Kiln)

10:20 - 10:30 a.m. Break

I
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10:30 - 12:00 p.m. Writer and Illustrator Workshops (Choose one):
Saying Something Both New and True:
A Workshop in Using Metaphor Well

Liz Garton Scanlon (Fred Farr)

(Illustration) Abstraction vs. Representation
What is Art That is Not Too Tight and Not Too Loose?

Catia Chien (Kiln)

12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Lunch (Pick up lunch boxes at Seascape)

12:30 - 8:30 p.m. Hicklebees Bookstore Open

1:15 - 2:00 p.m. Craft Sessions 2 (Choose one):

(Novel) Good First Chapters
Cheryl Klein (Fred Farr)

(Picture Book) Unforgettable, Fall-in-Loveable
How to Catch An Agent With Your Irresistible

Picture Book Character Development

Wendi Gu (Kiln)

(Illustration) Illustration Variation:
Illustrating Board Books vs. Early Reader Chapter Books

Shirley Ng-Benitez (Oak Shelter)

2:00 - 2:15 p.m. Break

2:15 - 3:15 p.m. Keynote Address
Responding to the Unknown:
Creativity as Answer and Inspiration

Liz Garton Scanlon (Fred Farr)

3:15 - 3:30 p.m. Break - Portfolio drop-off for judging (Kiln)

3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Roundtables:

Author Roundtables (Oak Shelter)

Illustrator Roundtables (Evergreen)
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Creative Sessions:

Writers (Social Hall)

Illustrators’ Walk and Sketch (Social Hall Steps)

4:45 - 5:45 p.m. Critique Connect, peer critique groups
moderated by Lynne Ann Biscay (Fred Farr)

Flex Time - relax, write, draw!

6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Dinner (Seascape)
Illustrators pick up portfolios at Kiln

7:10 - 7:45 p.m. Announcement of 10th Annual Golden Gate Writer’s Award
and the Portfolio Best-in-Show, plus a Mini-Moth
(Fred Farr)

7:45 - 8:45 p.m. Faculty Book Signings and Mingling (Fred Farr Courtyard)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

7:30 - 8:30 a.m. On-Campus Breakfast (Seascape)

8:30 - 8:45 a.m. Announcements (all presentations in Fred Farr today)

8:45 - 9:30 a.m. To Love the World Amy Novesky

9:30 - 10:15 a.m. Decoding Contract Language and Negotiation Jen Rofe

10:15 - 10:45 a.m. Break *Check-out time*

10:45 - 11:30 a.m. Creatives Panel: What Next After You Are Published?
Lisa Moore Ramee, Nikki Shannon Smith, Shirley Ng-Benitez

11:30 - 12:00 p.m. Wrap-up and Closing Ceremony

12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Lunch (Pick up lunch boxes at Seascape)
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I’ve brought my best manuscript to the
conference. Who may I give it to?
Manuscripts may be shared with faculty
ONLY during 1:1 critique sessions, which
required pre-registration. Please respect
the editor’s and agent’s circumstances and
do not ask if s/he will take your manuscript.

But how do I get the editor, agent or
art director to look at my work?
After the conference, you may follow the
submission guidelines listed on page 12.
All editors, agents and art directors also
have a viewing of the Portfolio Show.

Who is/are my paid critique(s) with?
The time(s) and reviewer(s) will be listed
on the back of your name tag. Missed
critiques cannot be rescheduled. Arrive at
your consultation early.

Is this your first time at the Golden Gate Conference at Asilomar?
You may have some questions. Here are some suggestions for
making your conference smooth, enjoyable, and beneficial.

What is the SCBWI SF/South policy for blogging and recording?
Audio taping, video taping and/or transmitting or aiding in any of the foregoing of any part of any SCBWI event (including, but not limited
to, presentations, individual sessions and networking events) is prohibited. Additionally, the material, including but not limited to handouts
and presentations is copyrighted and may not be reprinted, blogged, written, orally transmitted, and/or reproduced without written
permission of the copyright holder. We think it’s great when bloggers share thoughts about their overall experience, offer a personal
anecdote, and/or briefly talk about something that resonated with them. However, it is equally important that bloggers not give away that
which is not theirs to give. The fair use policy issued by SCBWI above refers to speakers’ rights, authors’ rights, and illustrators’ rights,
under any circumstances, and it pertains to the content of our speakers’ talks, workshops, and/or handouts. This falls into the category of
protecting intellectual property. Again, personal impressions, a quote that is cited, and/or a general overview would be considerate.
However, it would be a breach of copyright law to give away a detailed report of a presenter’s material without the presenter’s express
written permission. Thank you in advance for taking this policy into account. Your professionalism is greatly appreciated.

I chose my review or roundtable with 'any
available editor or agent'. What if my
assigned reviewer isn’t my first choice?
All of our faculty are experienced professionals
in the children’s publishing industry and will
have helpful insights about your manuscript.

Can I talk to the editors and
agents here?
Absolutely! They are here to answer your
questions. However, please respect each
speaker’s time and privacy. This includes
such common courtesies as not cornering
them in the restroom, not interrupting
conversations, monopolizing them or inquiring
about your own manuscripts. Respect others
who are waiting to talk to the speaker. Listen
carefully to other questions and responses so
you don’t repeat something that has already
been said.
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What if I miss a meal?
There are snacks and drinks in the Social
Hall at Phoebe’s Cafe, and packaged
snacks in the gift shop. Ask for
recommendations at the concierge
desk in the lobby. There will be no snacks –
only juice and coffee – before we begin our
morning sessions.

I need a critique group. How can I
get invited into one?
The only sure-fire way to get into a critique
group is to start one. We have a writers’
critique group coordinator and an illustrator
group coordinator, who can help you
connect with others who may be looking
for the same thing. Visit https://
sfsouth.scbwi.org/critique-connection/ for
complete details.

I’ve never received a critique before.
How can I make the most of the
fifteen minutes I have with this
industry professional?
If this is the first time anyone has ever seen
your manuscript or portfolio, you may have
an emotional reaction to it being brought
into the light of day and discussed in such an
objective manner. Just remember: reviewers
want to help you get your work submission
ready—which often requires cuts and
multiple rewrites. Listen to what they have to
say and feel free to take notes.

Ask questions and clarify
things your reviewer says that you don’t
understand. Resist the temptation to defend
your work. Be sure to thank them for their time
and thought, and wait until after the conference
to thoroughly process their feedback.

Will the reviewer offer to buy
my manuscript?
It’s extremely rare for a manuscript to be
sold during a 15-minute critique session.
The value of these critiques is professional
feedback on your work and creating industry
connections.

Is everyone here published?
No.

Are you sure?
Yes. We have a variety of writers and illustrators
who are traditionally published, self-published,
and pre-published.

Visit https://sfsouth.scbwi.org/
critique-connection/ for more details
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CÁTIA CHIEN – Keynote Illustrator
Cátia Chien is a picture book illustrator of such titles as THE BEAR AND THE MOON, which
was a Society of Illustrators Gold Medal for Original Art winner and a Golden Kite Award for
picture book illustration winner, A BOY AND A JAGUAR, an ALA Notable Book and recipient
of the Schneider Family Book Award. She is also the founder of A THOUSAND WORLDS – a
free curated picture book directory celebrating BIPOC kidlit creators. Her newest book is THE
LONGEST LETSGOBOY.

LIZ GARTON SCANLON – Keynote Author

Liz Garton Scanlon is the author of many beloved books for kids, including the recent WOULD
YOU COME TOO? and FRANCES IN THE COUNTRY, the Caldecott honored All the World,
and many others. She’s also co-authored several books with Audrey Vernick, including the
hilarious BOB, NOT BOB. Her next middle grade novel, LOLO’S LIGHT launches in fall 2022,
and her chapter book series BIBSY CROSS debuts in 2024. Liz is faculty co-chair of the Writing
for Children and Young Adults program at the Vermont Faculty of Fine Arts, but lives in Austin,
Texas. Find more at www.LizGartonScanlon.com

AMY NOVESKY – Children’s Book Editorial Director, Cameron Kids

Amy Novesky is the Children’s Book Editorial Director for Cameron Kids, a California-based
division of Abrams, known for its poetic picture books, such as AND I PAINT IT; BROWN: THE
MANY SHADES OF LOVE; MAY YOUR LIFE BE DELICIOSA, forthcoming WILL IT BE OKAY? by
Crescent Dragonwagon, illustrated by Jessica Love; and occasional novels in verse, like WAVE.
In addition to being an editor, Amy is an author. Her picture books include GIRL ON A
MOTORCYCLE and CLOTH LULLABY, as well as the forthcoming IF YOU WANT TO RIDE A
HORSE. She lives and works just north of San Francisco.

CLAIRE TATTERSFIELD – Publishing Coordinator, Penguin Random House Children’s
Books

Claire Tattersfield is publishing coordinator across Viking Children’s Books and Flamingo Books
at Penguin Young Readers. After finishing college as editor-in-chief of her college’s satire
paper, she found that her skills in editing short form satire translated phenomenally to editing
picture books so she hopped over to Penguin and has been there ever since. She specializes in
commercial picture books with a flair for humor. She has worked on many picture books
ranging from silly to sweet, including Seth Meyers’s I’M NOT SCARED, YOU’RE SCARED, Kelly
Corrigan’s HELLO WORLD, and Zibby Owens’s PRINCESS CHARMING.

CHERYL KLEIN – Editorial Director, Algonquin Young Readers

Cheryl Klein was recently named the editorial director at Algonquin Young Readers. Previously
she was the editorial director at Lee & Low Books, where she edited picture books (e.g.
STACEY ABRAMS: LIFT EVERY VOICE by Sarah Warren, illustrated by Monica Mikai; SEVEN
GOLDEN RINGS by Rajani LaRocca, illustrated by Archana Sreenivasan) and selected MG and
YA projects (e.g. THE MAGNOLIA SWORD: A BALLAD OF MULAN by Sherry Thomas). She is
also the author of THE MAGIC WORDS: WRITING GREAT BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND
YOUNG ADULTS and four picture books, most recently HAMSTERS MAKE TERRIBLE
ROOMMATES, illustrated by Abhi Alwar. She can be found online at cherylklein.com and as
@chavelaque.

2 0 2 2 F A C U L T Y B I O S
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MARTHA RAGO – VP, Executive Creative Director, Random House Children’s Books

Martha Rago is VP and Executive Creative Director at Random House Children’s Books,
joining the company in 2015. She oversees the design teams for all the children’s imprints
under the Random House umbrella including Random House Books for Young Readers,
Rodale, Doubleday, Knopf, Delacorte, Make Me A World, Little Golden Books, Seuss,
Random House Studio and Anne Schwartz Books. Martha has had a long career as a book
designer and art director. To keep her skills sharp and her creative joy intact, she also
designs several books a year. She most recently worked with artists Lauren Castillo on the
OUR FRIEND HEDGEHOG series, Rowboat Watkins on TINY CEDRIC by Sally Lloyd Jones,
Floyd Cooper on SPROUTING WINGS by Louisa Jagger and Shari Becker, and with Rudy
Gutierrez on the 2019 Caldecott honor-winner, DOUBLE BASS BLUES, by Andrea J Looney.

JENNIFER ROFE – Agent, Andrea Brown Literary Agency

Jennifer Rofé works primarily in the middle grade and picture book spaces, and she
especially loves working with author-illustrators and illustrators. Overall, she seeks masterful
writing, distinct voices and perspectives, and richly developed characters.In illustration, she
seeks unique voices and perspectives that have a voice so strong that it’s immediately
recognizable as belonging to the creator. Some of Jennifer’s clients include New York Times
bestseller Meg Medina, author of the Newbery Medal winner MERCI SUÁREZ CHANGES
GEARS (Candlewick); Alison Green Myers, author of the Schneider Family Book Award
winner A BIRD WILL SOAR; Crystal Allen, author of the Sid Fleischman Humor Award winner
THE MAGNIFICENT MYA TIBBS: WALL OF FAME GAME (Balzer + Bray); Mike Boldt, author-
illustrator of The Blue Spruce Award winner BAD DOG (Doubleday); Eliza Wheeler, author-
illustrator of the New York Times bestseller MISS MAPLE’S SEEDS (Nancy Paulsen Books);
and Amber Ren, illustrator of the New York Times bestselling picture book BECAUSE by Mo
Willems (Hyperion).

STEPHEN FRASER- Senior Agent, The Jennifer De Chiara Literary Agency

Stephen Fraser, a 40 year veteran of publishing, has worked as both as an editor at major
New York houses and as a literary agent. His more than 40 clients have won the Newbery
Honor, Edgar, and PEN awards. He is a popular speaker at conferences across the country.

WENDI GU – Agent, Sanford J. Greenburger Associates

Wendi Gu is a children’s book literary agent at Sanford J. Greenburger Associates. She’s
lucky to represent voice-driven authors and dynamic visual artists. She lives in Brooklyn with
her husband and dog, Beanie Gu.

2 0 2 2 F A C U L T Y B I O S
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LISA MOORE RAMEE – Author

Lisa Moore Ramée was born and raised in Los Angeles and now lives in Northern California,
with her husband, two kids, one obnoxious cat and a sweet dog. A GOOD KIND OF
TROUBLE, a Walter Dean Meyers Honor book and an Indie bestseller, was her debut novel,
published in 2019. SOMETHING TO SAY was published in 2020. MAPMAKER, a middle grade
fantasy, will be out in 2022.

NIKKI SHANNON SMITH – Author

Nikki Shannon Smith is the author of twelve books, ranging from board books to young adult.
Her work includes the AZALEAH LANE chapter book series and five titles in Capstone’s multi-
author, historical fiction/adventure, middle grade series, Girls Survive. Her most recent title is
LENA AND THE BURNING OF GREENWOOD: A TULSA RACE MASSACRE SURVIVAL STORY.
Nikki’s forthcoming titles include OUR BEAUTIFUL COLORS (Little Golden Books/Random
House, 12/6/22), and the first title (LOVE IS ALL AROUND, 12/6/22) in her board book series
called Brown Baby Parade (Crown Books/Random House). Her writing is informed not only by
her research, but by her child-like curiosity and nearly thirty years of elementary school
teaching experience. Nikki was born and raised in Oakland and now lives in Woodland,
California. She is represented by Jennifer March Soloway of Andrea Brown Literary Agency.

SHIRLEY NG-BENITEZ – Author/Illustrator
Shirley Ng-Benitez is an award-winning author/illustrator who’s had the honor of illustrating
over 30 books for children. She loves experimenting and creating with watercolors, gouache,
dip pen & ink, pencil, and recently painted & cut-paper collage. Earth and its creatures inspire
her. She created an art auction (@Awetober on Instagram) raising thousands for those affected
and displaced by the recent wildfires. Compassion and connection are a big theme in her
stories and she’s thrilled to be writing and illustrating her first picture book, coming in ’24. She
lives with her family and two black cats, Miso & Luna in the Bay Area, California. Please visit
shirleyngbenitez.com for more.

CARTER HASEGAWA – Editor, Candlewick Press – VIRTUAL CRITIQUES

Carter Hasegawa’s favorite kinds of books to work on are picture books, but he’s open to all
formats. Some of his favorite, non-Candlewick books include: The Notorious Benedict Arnold;
Jellicoe Road; Clementine; Ender’s Game; Three Times Lucky; Imogene’s Antlers; the Elephant
& Piggie books; George and Martha; Good Night, Gorilla; and many, MANY others. Basically
anything that has a great voice, is a good story, and is “unputdownable.” Originally from
Seattle, he now lives in Boston with his wife and toddler son, and he works as an editor at
Candlewick Press.

2 0 2 2 F A C U L T Y B I O S
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Amy Novesky

What to submit: full manuscripts for picture books; queries only for novels

Submit via E-mail to amyn@cameronbooks.com with subject line Asilomar Conference submission within 8 weeks.

I am happy to accept submissions from conference attendees, and I will do my best to respond to each by email within 8
weeks, but I am a one-editor department, managing 20+ titles a season, and so I just can't guarantee it. I appreciate your
understanding. Please carefully review our small, well-curated list of books to make sure your book truly feels like a fit.

Claire Tattersfield
What to submit: Informal query letter and full picture book manuscript.
Submit via E-mail to flamingosubmissions@penguinrandomhouse.com with subject line SCBWI SF Submission
within 6 months.

Stephen Fraser
What to submit: Query letter and first twenty pages or full picture book manuscript.
Submit via E-mail to fraserstephena@gmail.com with subject line SCBWI Golden Gate Conference within 2 weeks.

Wendi Gu
What to submit: Query letter and first ten pages if novel, full manuscript if picture book text, and dummy as an
attachment if author-illustrated

Submit via E-mail to wgu@sjga.com with subject line SCBWI Golden Gate Query within 6-8 weeks.

Carter Hasegawa:
What to submit: Full manuscripts as a Word attachment. Carter prefers picture books but is open to any genre.
Include a cover letter in the body of the email.
Submit via email to: Carter.Hasegawa@Candlewick.com with SF/South in the subject line.
Submissions will only be open from January 15, 2023 to February 15, 2023.

Cheryl Klein:
What to submit: (paste in, do not send as an attachment) A brief cover e-mail introducing the project and your
experiences as a writer followed by one complete picture-book manuscript OR the first ten pages of a longer work OR,
for author-illustrators, a manuscript plus a link to a PDF dummy

Submit via email to CBKEdit@gmail.com with the subject line ASILOMAR BEACH 2022: [Title] by [Author]
You should receive an automatic acknowledgement of receipt from the e-mail account. Thank you!

2 0 2 2 F A C U L T Y S U B M I S S I O N
G U I D E L I N E S

Submission guidelines for other faculty members not listed here may be addressed at a later time or
redirected to the faculty member's website.



Co-Regional Advisor
Margaret Bloom

Co-Regional Advisor
Joyce Masongsong-Ray

Co-Assistant Regional Advisor
Seina Wedlick

Co-Regional Illustrator
Coordinator
Rob Sayegh

Co-Regional Illustrator
Coordinator
Nena Hy-Boyer

SCBWI SF/South is a volunteer organization
and all of our staff are volunteers. If you’d like
to contribute your time and talent, we’d love
to hear from you.

sfsouth.scbwi.org

THE GOLDEN GATE PORTFOLIO AWARD Here at the Golden Gate
Conference, we are pleased to present a Best In Show recognition to
an illustrator whose work is included in the portfolio displays. The
winner of the Best in Show award will receive complimentary
registration for our Illustrator Day in the fall of 2023 and a spotlight
on our region's webpage.

THE GOLDEN GATE PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD Chosen by the
attendees, one portfolio winner will be chosen to receive the
People’s Choice award and will receive a prize of a gift certificate
that will help in their artistic career.

THE GOLDEN GATEWRITER’S AWARD premiered in
2012 at Asilomar. This year's Writer's Awards for Picture
Book and Novel will be announced Saturday evening
and the first place winners will receive a complimentary
registration for the next Golden Gate Conference. All
manuscripts submitted by conference attendees for one-
on-one consultations are elxigible for judging.
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https://www.hicklebees.com/scbwi2022
Use the coupon code ASILOMAR2022 for 10% off all orders,
now through September 20th.


